
V 
THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. March 16,1887. 

aid Help Bear. 
Away from the thoughts of the past; 

From its painful anguish and sorrow: 
From the plan when a shadow is oast, 

To the hope of a brighter tomorrow. 
Each one has his own load of care 

From which he would gladly be freed : 
So don't ask them yqur burden to bear 

But patiently onward proceed. 
And always be ready and willing to l«nd 

As you journey along life's road 
A ready assistance to foe or to friend, 

By helping to bear his bad. 

If one is down and cannot get up, 
Don't think it the duty of another 

To pour consolation into his life cup 
But treat him like a brother 

J. P. MARTIN. 

Here and There, No. 5. 

SINGLE IMMERSION. 

A brother saya: What do you think of receiving 
members into the church who have been baptized 
by single immersion ? 

Instead of giving alone, the simple ipse duett 
as above requested, it is the purpose of this paper 
to present from among the great number, a few, ot 
what ate held by the Brethren church, as valid and 
sufficient reasons lor the rejection of single im- 
mersion as a legitimate administration of New 
Testament baptism. 

In Matt. 28 : 18, 19, is a record of the command 
given by Christ, to his disciples, to "go teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy ({host." This 
commission is recognized, by all great Christian 
theologians and scholars, is the only formula by 
which the minister of the Gospel is to administer 
the sacred rite ot' induction into th« Christian 
church. It is evident, from the very structure of 
the language embraced in this commission, that in 
harmony with the laws of strict interpretation, the 
act, necessary to till its lull terms in one instance, 
is necessary to the same purpose in eyery other. 
To assert differently, is to contend that the great 
Christian Law-giver, used language so vagu , in- 
explicit, and ineoniprehensive, as to convey no 
definite idea to the minds of those addressed ; and 
that he purposely used language, in delivering 
this his last commission to his disciples, that would 
m cossarially create contusion in their minds and 
dissimilarity in .their practice. But sueh is not 
the fact. The terms ol the commission are as defi- 
nite, comprehensive, and explicit, as the command 
"to go," "to teach," "to pray." The act it com- 
mands was intelligently comprehended, unhesitat- 
ingly, and faithfully, carried out by the apostles, and 
their practice, in consummating the rite it com- 
mands was as uniform as was any other single 
thing they »-ver did. 

If a church, uniformly practicing Trine immer- 
sion, recognizes the validity of a single immersion, 
when administered by the clergy of another Chris- 
tian body, it is, by implication, and necessity, com- 
mitted to a defense of the doctrine of "Different 
modes ol baptism." To this defence the Brethien 
refuse a committal, and for the following reasons. 

If there are "different modes of baptism" baptism 
itself is something separate and aside from its 
modes. What this is no one can tell. If Trine 
immersion and single immersion, are only modes of 
baptism or mi thods by which the act of baptism is 
accomplished, what is, baptism itself, or th-.it of 
which these are only so many modes ? If Trine 
immersion is not baptism alone, but only a mode 
of baptism, then it stands to reason that the sacred 
institution we call baptism, is something separate, 
independent, and distinct from trine immersion, 
and can be consummated by something entirely 
independent of a trine dipping. The school boy 
will tell yon that walking is a "mode of motion." 
He will then proceed to define •'motion" sepuiate. 
independent, and aside from walking and will per- 
haps stop to explain that while walking is a mode 
of mo. ion, motion is independent of and definable 
aside from walking. So with baptism. If Trine 
and single immersion, are but modes bv which, 
that something called baptism, is accomplished, 
then baptism' is something distinct, separate aiid 
definable   aside from each or both of them.    This 

we do not believe. A doctrine so undemonstrable 
and unsci-iptural, we cannot, and will not, defend. 
We hold that in the Gospel there is recognized 
but one Lord, one faith and one baptism. That 
this one Lord is the Godhead as revealed through 
Christ, composed of Father, the Son, and the Holy 
spirit; that this one faith, is a living, motive abid- 
ing trust in the one Lord ; and that this "one bap- 
tism" is consummated by such act, and snob act 
alone, as expressly fills the requirements of all the 
terms embraced in the great commission com- 
manding it. We further hold that a correct, and 
strict, interpretation of the terms embraced in the 
commission, allow of nothing short of Trine im- 
mersion and that, therefore, Trine immersion is 
not a ''mode of baptism," but is baptism itself. 
The act of a single immersion is not commanded, 
nor implied, in the commission and is therefore not 
only not baptism but not even a mode of baptism. 

There is no such thiug as "modes of baptism" 
spoken of in the entire New Testament. All the 
time it is "baptism," "one baptism," "a planting," 
"a burial." The thing, then, to determine, is what 
specific act does the Gospel recognize as this "bap- 
tism," "one baptism," "burial," "planting." De- 
termine this from the language commanding it. 
the circumstances of its' administration, and the 
history of its practice, then adopt, and adhere to 
that act and that alone. The Brethren church, in har- 
mony with a correct analysts, and interpretation 
of the terms embraced in the last commission, the 
uniform practice of all antiquity, and the general 
practical admission of evangelical Christian de- 
nominations, the world over, recognize Trine im- 
mersion as Christian baptism, and has adopted it 
as its exclusive practice. 

It rejects a single backward immersion. 1. Be- 
cause we are to be "buried" or "planted" "in the 
likeness" not of Christ's burial, but ot his "death." 
Romans 6:1. In John 19 : 30 we are informed, 
that '"when Jesus, therefore, bad recieved the vine- 
gar he said, It is finished, and he bowed his head 
and gave up the Ghost." If we are to be "buried," 
or "planted," in baptism, in the likeness of Christ's 
•'death,'" as Romans 6 and 5 shows, it must be 
done by "bowing the head" beneath the wave, and 
not by a backward act, as is customary in the act 
ot single immersion. If buried or planted in the 
likeness of Christ's death refers to the position ol 
the body, in baptism, and all single immersionists 
say it does, the act cannot be accomplished by a 
backward movement. It must be done by a bow- 
ing of the head in the likeness of Christ's death. 
John 19 : 30. 

2. Beet use the doctrine of Trinity in unity, 
Father and Son and Holy Spirit, three in one, and 
one in three, as taught in the commission, and 
other portions of the New Testament, is only rec- 
ognized, set forth, and complied with in trine im- 
mersion. A single immersion is only expressive 
of the doctrine of unity, whereas the commission 
teaches trinity in unity and can only be expressed, 
and its t THIS filled by a trine immersion. 

3. One Lord, one faith, one baptism. (Eph. 
4 : 5 ) is positive, exclusive, and uncompromising. 
Trine immursion and single immersion are not one 
baptism but two baptisms. If trine immersion is 
the "one baptism'' as is held by the Brethren, then 
single immersion, a different thing, a different 
mode, is not New Testament baptism and must 
be rejected ; not through bigotry but through loy- 
alty to the teachings of Christ. 

4 In the New Testament there is recognized 
but one -'form of doctrine" which all were, and are, 
to "obey from the heart?1." Trine immersion and 
single immersion represent not one form "but two 
forms" of doctrine. No Gospel alone people can 
retain the purity ol their plea and practice or rec- 
ognize both. If the Gospel teaches trine " immer- 
sion, as "that form of doctrine" relating to baptism, 
then a single immersion must be rejected as a dead 
letter. 

In Roanoke county, Va., and West Pa., the 
Congregational Brethren and "Shoemakerites," 
began the custom of "receiving as members those 
only baptized by single immersion." Soon their 
more intelligent ministry saw the inconsistency of 
recognizing as legal a form of baptism they refused 
to administer themselves, changed base and began 
baptizing   those  who desired  it by  a single dip 

The result was the backbone of the church 
broken, internal strife arose, they lost their influ- 
ence among the churches, disintegration set in, 
and the churches went to nothing. Should the 
day ever come when any part of oor beloved broth- 
erhood should begin a compromising course of this 
kind we will find oar internal peace and unpre- 
cidented prosperity, forever at an end. For every 
five members we gain one hundred will leave. As 
it is, we are prospering beyond all churches around 
us and with this we ought to be satisfied. Let 
us be sober, watchful, vigilant, that no factional, 
inconsistent, and diseiitegrating element, introduce 
irregular and nnscriptnral practices among us, 
destroy our distinctive position and plea, bring 
discord and disunion, and destroy our usefulness 
in the world. If this is illiberal, if this is bigotry 
it is at least consistent and loyal to our "Bible 
alone" plea. We have as much Gospel right and 
authority to accept "as members those only bap- 
tized" by sprinkling as we have those baptized by 
single immersion. Sprinkling is more than a hun- 
dred years the oldest, and is practiced by a much 
larger class than is single immersion. If we are to 
let the conscience of the single immersionist be 
his creed, why not extend the same courtesy to 
the subject of sprinkling ? 

But u» are to be the teachers, are to nnteach 
the wrongly taught as well as to correctly teach 
the untaught. We can fellowship, and labor with 
all classes, so far as onr practice is similar. In 
that upon which we differ, we cannot, if we believe 
the Gospel sustains our practice, be loyal to God, 
the Bible and our profession and compromise a 
single syllable. "We are not our own, we are 
bought with a price," and to glorify God are set for 
an uncompromising defense of the Gospel. Hop- 
ing this may prove satisfactory. I remain your 
brother and fellow worker. 

S. H. BASHOR. 
Waterloo, Iowa, March 2. 
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Converted to What! 
It is tho business of the church to proclaim the 

gospel, and to convert sinners from the error of 
their ways; but it is sometimes a serious question 
what persons are to be converted to. 

There are certain forms of churchly life some- 
what peculiar to this age, which do not require 
much conversion. It does not seem to be a matter 
of great difficulty to convert worldly people to 
church fairs, sacred concerts, sociables, bazars, 
broom drills, necktie parties, oyster suppers, and 
the like. Persons take to these forms of early 
piety without much hesitancy or difficulty. 

It does not require much exertion to convert 
people into the idea of wearing gay apparel and 
flaunting their silks and satins and furbelows in 
the house of prayer, and it may be no great cross 
for persons to lift up their jewelled hands, in a 
general confession of sinfulness and unworthiness. 

It is not difficult to convert men to sectarianism; 
some persons seem to have it ingrained at birth, 
and some are trained to it from infancy, and seem 
to be under no necessity of being born again to 
make them sectarians of the most approved char- 
acter. Nor is it difficult to convert men to the 
Phariseeism of outward forms, while the inward 
life is unregenerate and unimproved. If this is 
the business of the church, to compass land and 
sea to make one proselyte, who shall be twofold 
more a child of hell than they themselves, then 
the work is comparatively easy. But if sinners 
are to be converted to God, then the question arises, 
is it not time that the work commenced among 
those who have named the name of Christ, but 
have not departed from all iniquity ? Is it not 
time that judgment began at the house of God, 
and that men learn that He whom they profess to 
worship is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ? 

Truly the world needs today something besides 
formality and ceremony, hollowness and pride, and 
gay and fashionable attire. It needs the presence 
and power of a living God, the might of the eternal 
Spirit, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. ■ 

John Wesley suspected that he started for 
Georgia to convert the heathen before he was con- 
verted himself. His judgment may have been 
severe, but it is more than probable that while 
striving to live a life of external righteousness, 
and laboring to secure his soul's salvation, he had 
not yet submitted himself to the righteousness of 
God. It is useless for us to say "Lord, Lord," 
and yet fail to obey the commands of Him whom 
we profess to serve. Let us begin at the beginning, 
seeking to know God's word, and to do his will, 
and then our work will be upon a sure foundation, 
and will abide in the day of trial—THE ABMOHT. 


